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Chase me Charlie! 
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Track down mini-Chaz in this issue, email us (pony@djmurphy.co.uk) the page ^ 
number and your name and address, and whoever's first will get this exclusive 
Charlie mouse mat! 



Win this 
Chaz mat! 
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WON’T DO, WILL IT! 

Call us now on 
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pony@djmurphy.co.uk, 
and tell us the shop, 
street name and town 
where if s missing, and 
well be all over it! 
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AND YOirii GET YOUR PONY 
AAAG BEFORE IT HITS THE SHOPS! 
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Looking for a a new school year? 


Head over to the PONY Shop - whether you're 
looking for a rucksack, messenger bag or gym 
bag, we've got it covered! 


We wanted to see your 
cleanest, smartest show 
ponies! Head over to page 
22 to see them! 


PONY blogger Twiggy has been getting up to all sorts of 
fun recently with her BFF Mr Kipling - make sure to head 
over to ponymag.com to keep up-to-date with all her 
latest happenings! 


....PLUS LOADS MORE AT WWW.PONYMAG.COM! 
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Mr Chedder 

meets a resident 

-r-r 


When Twiggy was orphaned in 
2014 at only a few days old, her 
future looked bleak. Would such 
a tiny pony be able to survive? 
Luckily, the answer was YES! 
Guradian angel Caroline not only 
took in Twiggy to raise by hand, 
she had a whole career mapped 
out for the tiny orphan! 


Caroline runs Pony Pals, which 
specialises in therapy ponies. These 
tiny ambassadors visit care homes and 
hospitals, to the delight of the residents. 
Imagine waking up and seeing a pony in 
your sitting room! 

All members of Pony Pals take it in 
turns to visit care homes and hospitals, 
and they can also turn their hooves 
to children's parties - the ultimate for 
mums wanting that something different. 
The team is also available for any 
special event! 




It may seem cute to see Pony Pals visiting their fans in care 
homes, but there is a very serious and important side to their 
work. For many older people who no longer communicate 
with those around them, the presence of 
a pony can have a profound effect. One 
^ gentleman opened his eyes for the first 
ptime in ages when Super Noodles put his 
head in his lap. 

For many residents the ponies bring 
back lovely memories, and encourage 
them to talk with other residents 
about their lives. Activities 
include grooming and plaiting 
(encouraging hand-to-eye skills) 
and leading, which motivates 
exercise. This team is not called 
therapy ponies for nothing! 


The Pony Pals 
pony bus! 


If you ve read mini pony Twiggy's 
b logs on ponymag.com, you'll know all about 
this pint-sized bundle of fun. Here's more about 
Twiggy and her amazing friends! 













If s not all work! 
Time for a snooze 


Don't think I 


^ The equine 
therapist will 
see you now 


can't hear you! 


The unflappable 
Super Noodles! 


It may seem a simple thing - to lead a small pony or donkey 
into a home or hospital - but these are specially trained 
professionals. Using relaxation techniques, Caroline trains her 
team to enjoy being stroked and cuddled, and only equines who 
enjoy being fussed over make the grade. 

They need to stand quietly, and they quickly get used to 
situations most ponies never encounter. Travelling in a lift is no 
problem, and they are accustomed to expect the unexpected 
- such as falling medical equipment, flying cushions and 
wheelchairs whizzing past at speed! 


Pest control comes under 
the remit of rescued 
ginger tom Vincent 


The Pony Pals security 
team: Cocker Spaniels 
Jenny and Otto. 


She may be the smallest of the four Pony Pals, but 
Twiggy is most definitely in charge! A tiny bay filly 
with three white socks. Twiggy thinks Caroline's her 
mum! Like any child. Twiggy pushes the boundaries, 
and is constantly getting into trouble. But how could 
anyone get cross with Twiggy? 


The new kid on the 
block, Mr Kipling bucks 
the trend at Pony Pals - 
simply because he's not 
a pony! This yearling 
miniature donkey has 
totally palled up with 
Twiggy, and the pair 
can always be seen 
grazing cheek-to-cheek, 
as true friends do. As 
an asine specialist, Mr 
Kipling already has 
several nativity play 
gigs under his belt, and 
has future Palm Sunday 
appearances booked! 


Born in 2012, this 
palomino is a 
true professional, 
and takes his 
job - being 
stroked - very 
seriously. Able to 
turn his hooves 
to practically 
anything, Mr 
Chedder is the 
big cheese of 
Pony Pals! 


Handsome piebald Noodles has just 
returned to Pony Pals after a career change 
- being ridden and driven - but he's taken 
to his old job like a complete pro and is 
Pony Pals' number one for pony parties! 


Read Twiggy's blog and find 
out more about Pony Pals at 
ponymag.com! 










so WHY DOES THIS HAPPEN? 


It could be one, more or all, of several reasons: 

^ Your confidence deserts you as soon as you enter 
the ring, and you ride differently - or not at all! 

2 The jumps at the show have big wings and lots of fillers, 
so they don't look at all like the jumps at home. 

3 Vou and your pony are not used to jumping a 
course of Jumps, Just one or two at home. 

4 Your warm-up has not been very good, so your pony is 
unprepared for jumping. 

3 Your pony is distracted by the atmosphere at the 
showground, and isn't paying attention to you. 

HAVE A PUN! 

Do any of the above strike a chord? So how can you get 
round these problems? You need a plan - and you're in 
luck, because we've got one (five, actually) for you! 


YOUR CONFIDENCE DESERTS YOU 

f you lack confidence, your pony will feel it. 


and his confidence will melt away, too! It's easy 
to say stay confident, but when you go into the 
ring, and you're faced with all those jumps, it's 
not so simple, is it? And if you find yourself in the 
ring with your heart thumping in your chest, you 
probably stop riding, leaving it all up to your pony, 
who feels - quite rightly - deserted and let down. 

So how do you keep your confidence when 
Jumping? By doing your homework. All the people 
who Jump clear rounds don't trust to luck, they 
have lessons, they practise, they started with the 
very low, clear round Jumping competitions and 


We ve all been there: your pony flies over jumps 
at home but as soon as you get into the show 
ring, he won't even Jump the first fence - or if he 
does, he gets eliminated further along the course! 
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Some jumping 
lessons will help 


1 Oh no! Does this 



Yeah, the jumps 
don't look quite 
the same... 


Combinations 
shouldn't phase you 


worked their way up. So you need to do the same. 

Have Jumping lessons with someone who knows 
about Jumping. Keep the Jumps small until you 
and your pony can fly over them. Jump all types of 
fences and combinations so nothing phases you. 
Then you'll be confident about riding and Jumping 
in that show ring! 


T his is a common cause of 
ponies refusing fences. You 
expect me to jump THAT? So you 
need your pony to get used to 
proper jumps. If you haven't any 
fillers and wings at home, enter 
the clear round competitions at 
shows. Your pony will get used to 
seeing well-made jumps, and you 
can usually enter more than once, 
so you can familiarise him with all 
those fillers! 

Start small - remember, you're 
not there to win a rosette, but to 
school your pony, so concentrate 
on how you ride your round. 









YOUR WARM UP WASN'T AS GOOD 
AS IT COULD HAVE BEEN 


W arming up for jumping is important preparation. Your ^ 
aim is to get your pony listening to you, and thinking 
forward over the jumps, rather than just seeing how high 
he can jump. Once he has stretched, get him cantering on 
both reins, then ask him to go over an upright jump on both 
reins. Now ask a friend to make the jump a spread, and 
ask your pony to jump that from both reins. Jump in the 
other direction, too (make sure the jump is safe and set up 
correctly for that direction). 

Don't overdo your warm up. You don't want to tire 
your pony - but you should time it so that when you have 
finished, you are almost ready to go into the ring. Standing 
about will encourage your pony to switch off! ( 


TyOU AND YOUR PONY ARE NOT 

-JuSED TO JUMPING A COURSE OF 
JUMPS - JUST ONE OR TWO AT HOME 


S O now you need to learn to ride a course! Again, 
the clear round jumping will help, but you can 
also help yourself at home. Even if you only have a 
few poles, lay these on the ground in place of Jumps. 
IMow pretend these are your Jumps and treat each 
one as such. Get your approach right, and your turns. 
Make sure you meet each Jump (pole) dead centre, 
looking at your next one for a good approach. Ride at 
trot first, before you start cantering. It's how you ride 
the course that's important, not how fast you go! 


Get your 
warm up right 


Ride the course, 
not the jumps 



Log on to ponymag.com for some 
top tips on jumping at shows! 


)YOUR PONY IS DISTRACTED BY ALL 
^THE SIGHTS AND SOUNDS OF THE 
SHOWGROUND 


S howgrounds are lively places, with plenty of 
new noises and horses to talk to - at least that's 
how your pony sees them. Replicate this scenario 
at home. Play loud music while you school, get all 
your friends to line-up along the manege fence and 
wave and clap so your pony gets used to it all. Don't 
freak him out - start gently if he's terrified! And why 
not go to a couple of shows to Just ride 
around the showground, to help him 
acclimatise? It will all help. 


Get those friends 
working for you! 


Use clear round 
jumping to school 

pic: Anaslasija Popova 
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it's likely you'll have your first canter 
in a school or manege, on a pony who 
is used to first-timers. Here's how to 
ask for canter! 




When a pony canters, he doesn't go faster, 
he changes how his legs nnove. You need 
to stop rising to the trot, sit tall, feel on 
your inside rein and use both your legs - 
with your outside leg slightly further back. 
This tells your pony to canter, and to start 
cantering with his outside hind leg. 


WIEt^ Tl ASL 


Ask for canter as you approach a corner. 
Asking for canter on a bend helps your 
pony strike off on the correct leg. 




STILL CARTirr 

• Is your trot active? (But riot too fast.) 


• Do you have a rein contact? (Dropping 
your contact can encourage your pony 
to trot.) 

• Do you have too much rein contact? 

(If the brakes are on, your pony will 
just trot slower.) 

• Are you rising to the trot? (If so, your 
pony will stay in trot!) 


If your pony doesn't canter, don't simply 
ask for a faster trot. The faster your 
pony trots, the more unbalanced he will 
become, and it will be difficult for him 
to change pace. Slow down and ask for 
canter again in the next corner - but a bit 
firmer this time! 






• Give yourself a confidence boost by cantering on a pony who's slightly lazy, rather than a pony 
with no brakes! Much better to push on, and know you have some control. 

• If cantering in a crowd, go near the front and ease into canter from a trot. This is better than 
your pony thinking he's getting left behind and bounding into canter from a standstill. 

• Don't race! Not only does it get the ponies excited, it can be dangerous if they kick out at each 
other, or if your pony hates to be overtaken. 

• Cantering up a hill is more comfortable than going downhill. 

• Cantering uphill slows your pony down, too! 

• Just as you eased into canter, ease back down into trot to avoid sudden braking and turns. 


ALWA7S. 






... make sure it is safe to 
canter. Can you see the 
way ahead? Are you on a 
bridlepath or in an open 
space with no walkers, 
pushchairs, dogs, etc? 

... keep your control. Better 
to go too slow than risk 
your pony going too fast 
and taking hold. 

... stay in single file 
when riding with 
friends, to keep calm. 
... know where you're 
cantering. Stange 
places can hold 
dangers and surprises 
such as rabbit holes, 
ditches, rubbish and puddles. 


\jU JJ-il 
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You can adopt a forward seat when cantering, 
but first you need to learn how to sit to the 
canter. Sit up, look where you are going and 
move your hips along with the movement of 
the pony. Keep your weight in your heels. If you 
grip with your heels, guess what? Your pony will 
^ think you want to go faster! 

« FEELII^C A IIT WIIIL7? 

That's understandable - cantering is very 
different from trotting. Simply put your 
reins in one hand and pull yourself down 
into the saddle by hooking your other 
hand onto the pommel. Sit up and keep 
moving your hips along with the rhythm. 
Remember, your shoulders should stay still! 


(AI^TFril^C IITSIIF 


CANTERING IS A GREAT PACE. GNCE YGU'VE 
GOT USED TO IT, YOU’LL WANT TO CANTER 
ALL THE TIME (BUT YOUR PONY WON’T!) 


Never cantered outside on a hack before? It's a bit more scary, what with all those 
open spaces! Here's how to have a great first experience. 
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WHY THE EXERCISES? 


EVER TRIED SOME IN-THE-SADDLE EXERCISES? HERE ARE 
SOME TOP TIPS TO GET THE MOST OUT OF A WORKOUT! 


• Mounted exercises are brilliant for giving riders 
confidence in the saddle. 

0 They develop a riders^ ability to move their upper 
bodies, while keeping their lower riding position correct - 
or as correct as they can. 

• Mounted exercises help riders become aware of 
different parts of their bodies, and how they move when 
they shouldn't! 

• Mounted exercises are fun! 


WATCHPOINT! 


• Mounted exercises should only be carried out under 
supervision - ask your riding instructor whether you 
can include some on your lessons, or whether your 
Pony Club instructor could incorporate some at your 
next rally. 

• Alwsys ensure ponies used for mounted exercises 
ere quiet end femilier with people moving ebout in the 
seddle. Young end nervous ponies ere not suiteble - end 
it is not feir to try exercises on these ponies. 

• Mounted exercises need extra help - any which 
involve the rider letting go of the reins should ONLY be 
carried out with a helper holding the pony's head! 




Around-the-world one 


ATW two 


Arms up - strengthens 
the bock and seat 




n Arms front - feel 
^ your seat bones 


BE FUSSY! 


Swing - don't 
drop your arms! 


Arms to the side - keep them 
level with your shoulders 


Lifting your arms? Put some effort 
in and lift them high! Stretching 
your arms out in front or to the side? Make 
sure they are level with your shoulders. 
Keep your weight in your heels - don't 
let those heels drift upwards as you wil 
become less stable in the saddle. When 
reaching to touch ears, toes and tails, do 
so with determination. And don't forget to 
breathe! Holding your breath won't help - 
breathe steadily and regularly. 


V /////// 






Keep your 
knees straight! 


This tests your 
balance*. 


and you're 


BE AN EXPERT! 

Want to be a mounted exercises 
guru? Make sure your mounted 
position is as perfect as it can be. 

Be aware of different parts of your 
body - your head, your seatbones, 
your legs. As you carry out each 
exercise, see which parts of your 
body moves. Obviously, your 
upper body will move mostly, 
but how about your lower body? 

It will probably move too, and 
this is understandable at first. As 
you progress, you should find 
that your lower body moves less 
and less, and you can maintain 
your position. This is when your 
exercises become really beneficial! 


Keep those reins! 


Keep your lower 
leg position! 


Heels down! 


REMEMBER... 


... if you feel unsafe, 
or nervous, just 
do what you are 
comfortable doing. 
You can always go 
a little further later, 
when you feel more 
confident! 


WATCHPOINT! 


r m - 
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Don't overstretch. It is best to build up 
gradually. If at first you can't touch your pony's 
ears, for example, don't worry. Stretch as far 
forward as you can, while keeping your lower 
leg position. This is better than reaching the 
ears and compromising your position. You will 
find that you will be able to reach further every 
time you try. 






These gorgeous doot^ 

will smarten up your 


wardrobe'. 


A PAIR OF ARIAT JUNIOR 
' BROMONT BOOTS WORTH £1 59.99! ^ 

T he Ariat Bromont H20 Tall Boots are a smart leather riding boot that use li 
Ariat's 4LR technology to ensure your feet stay comfortable, both in and t\ 
out of the saddle! A waterproof membrane protects against unpredictable M 
rain showers and the full-length zipper and stretch leather back panel makes | 
them easy to wear. These field style boots feature a smart lace design and J 
look perfect for lessons, hacking out and competitions. I 


These boots are chosen by leading riders 
^ including, Mary and Emily King, Nicola 
Wilson and Zara Phillips - and now you too 
" can get your feet in a pair! h 


The Ariat Junior Bromont H20 Tall Boots are 
available in black only, in junior sizes 13 - 4, and 
in regular or full widths. Please state foot size and 
calf height and width on entry. To find out your 
calf width simply measure around the widest part 
of the calf over breeches and socks, and to find 
out the height sit in a chair and measure from the 
floor to the back of your knee. 


How to win 


Simply answer our quesion and tie-breaker 
then turn to page 53 for the entry form! 

Q: Name one of the famous riders that wear 
Ariat Bromont Boots. 


AR AT 


Tie-breaker: What would you call a m 
design of super-smart, long riding hoc 
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To enter, fill out the entry form on page 53, enter online at 
ponymag.com or scan the QR code with your smartphone. For 
all competition Ts Se Cs go to ponymag.com. 










Flexibility for 


Harry Charles 

"I don't know what's in 
Superflex but it definitely 
makes our horses and ponies 
go faster and jump higher!" 


• Give your pony flexibility for life 

• Improve your performance 

• The right combination to care for your pony’s joints daily 

• The best feed the best 

• Ensure your pony is fed the best every day 

• Feed Superflex 


For more details please go to your local NAF stockist 

or call our Advice Line: 0800 373 106 or email info@naf-uk.com 

www.naf-equine.eu/uk 


NAF 




Sebastian Oakley Photography 







Think you know 
your horsey 
celebs? Prove 
it by taking our 
True or False 
Celebrity Spotter 
Challenge! 


Tim Stockdale 
is a twin! He is 
older than his 
brother Ivan by 
25 minutes 


Oliver Townend had a pony called Cool Dude 


!muE\ /fAii l 
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The true or false # 

Celebrity 

1 Spotter Challenge! 


Mary King is scared oT 
thunderstorms. She never 
rides when it^s stormy, 
and once withdrew from 
Badminton when bad 
weather was forecast 


The first Badminton Hors 
held in 1966 


were 


Clare Balding's beloved dog, Archie, is a 
Tibetan Spaniel |■||■■■||||■|||||||||■■■|| 


Top dressage paralympiai 


n Natasha Baker 
inJ^ONY Magazine when 


was interviewed 
she was only 14 


Sophie 
Christiansen 
has a first 
class degree 
Maths 


Harry ivieaae is the son of triple 
Olympic gold medalist Richard Meade 


William 
Fox-Pitt is a 
descendant 
of the Prime 
Minister 
William Pitt 
the Younger 


First millionaire showjumper 
Milton used to blow 
raspberries if he didn't want 
to do something. 


' 1 \ W'' 






The All-England 
Jumping Course at 
Hickstead held its 
first show in 1960. 


ffALSEM 


William FunnelTs full 
name is William Ross 
Norman Funnell 


Scott Brash is based at 
a yard in East Sussex 


/ TRUE' 


RUEBFALSE 


Zara Phillips and her mother. 
The Princess Royal, have 
both been European Eventing 
Champions 


/TRUEj [FMSE 


Jessica Mendoza is allergic 
to long-coated dogs 


nae on a donkey 
village shop mm 


'Piggy' French was so ^ 
nicknamed by her sisters who, 
when she was born, thought 
she looked like Winnie the 
Pooh's chum. Piglet 


Charlotte Dujardin took up dressage 
with a horse bought from her 
grandmother's inheritance 


Mary King has comp 
five Olynnpic Games 


If Peter Charles hadn't 
been a showjumper, he'd 
had loved to have played 
football for Liverpool 


How did you dor 
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Got over 20 
right? You are 
SOOOOO the 
ace Celebrity 
Spotter! 







E Valegro, Champion Horse 
= by Carl Hester, tells 
= the story of the most 
E famous dressage horse 
1= of today - from foal to 
= international stardom, in 
IE a beautiful coffee-table 
1= format. This modern 
1= day rags-to-riches story cahl 

|e is accompanied by 

= wonderful photgraphs of Valegro - ■ - = 

= many published for the first time. = 

E Valegro, Champion Horse is published by E 
= Third Millennium, price £20 hardback. = 
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Horsey news, 
views and goss! 


Horse 

trespassers 


Riding in the 
big smoke 


T he Control of Horses Act 2015 has come into 
force in England. (There is similar legislation 
in place in Wales, but not Scotland or Northern 
Ireland.) This new act allows landowners who find 
horses and ponies which have been put on their 
land to inform the local police and - if they can find 
them - their owners. If no owner comes forward 
within four days, the landowner is legally able to 
take possesion of the horses. 

This Act allows landowners to sell or rehome 
the horses privately and it is hoped it will make 
irresponsible horse owners, who fly-graze their 
horses on other people's land, think twice about it, 
as they can quickly lose their horses! 


E LJappy Birthday Ross Nye Stables! The _ 

= ■ ■ famous London riding school, based at E 
E Hyde Park and featured in PONY in February, ~ 

E was started in 1965 by Australian Stockman E 

= Ross Nye, and has been BHS Approved since = 

E 1969. Ross Nye received the British Horse = 

E Society Award of Merit in 1995, in recognition = 
= of outstanding services to riding! E 

=liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiirr 


I rish ridsr Trevor Breen won the Boomerang 
Trophy in the Equestrian.com Derby at 
Hickstead. Foliowing his victory last year on 
Adventure De Kannan, Trevor once again won 
the unique event on his first ride, Loughnatousa 
W B - who jumped the only clear round! 

This amazing horse won the Derby in 2012, 
under his previous rider, Paul Beecher. Five 
riders had four faults each: William Whitaker 
(Glenavadra Brilliant), Billy Twomey (Diaghilev), 
Steven Franks (Carlow Cruiser), Nigel Coupe 
(Golvers Hill) and Harriet Nuttall (A Touch 

Imperious). pic: George Gunn Photography 


Over the final 


to victory! 


CLUB 


Clever Trevor! 






HtRt \Nt GO - mv 
WAKT SRLFIRS 
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Okay, calm down. 
Omt at a uml 


I WOMDER WHAfs 
. WRONG? 


Stop worrying -it's 
NOT YOU they're AFTER! 


Nothing People are 

JUST RECOGNISING P[E. 


Charles with promoter 
□ Barbour and Shires 


Peter in action! 


ARIAT Awesome 

Pony of the Month 


My 15hh Connemara X, Paddy, has taken me from 
jumping a little cross pole to one metre! He has 
boosted my Jumping confidence sooooo much, it's 
unbelievable! Paddy is really gentle and kind and is 
always happy to Jump what I ask him. He definitely 
deserves to be Ariat Awesome Pony of the Month! 


New Prize! 

The Heritage III Zip boot features the support and 
comfort of the 4LR technology and the Duratread 
sole's flexible performance. Superior leather and 
craftsmanship and the antiqued brass zip all add up 
to an elegant boot! In black, chocolate or brown, in 
sizes 3 - 8.5. RRP £1 14.99 

Nominate your fave pony by emailing 
. pony@d|murphy.co.uk, telling us 

^ why they deserves the title Ariat 

Awesome Pony of the Month! 

Don't forget to send us 
a great picture! 
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Fancy finding new ways 
to be around ponies 
and helping others at 
the same time? Why no1 
I try volunteering! 


Volunteering is very rewarding 


RDA 


make loads of 
* *1 new friends! 


The Young Equestrian Leaders award (YELA) 
is an exciting award scheme for young people, 
for the British Equestrian Federation (BEF). it is 
designed to increase and encourage the number 
of young people volunteering in the equestrian 
industry, as well as recognise the time and effort 
young volunteers give to equestrianism. The 
award scheme helps shape young volunteers' 
oxperience, so they can become equestrian 
leaders of the future. 

YELA runs over three progressive levels - 
Bronze, Silver and Gold. 




in 


kldiii« for Ihc 

asnocuuhhi ^ ^ 

Gold award: 120 hours volunteering in total, plus 
encouraging leadership and the planning and delivery 
of a specific project. 

j— 


Many different pathways are available for YELA • 
candidates, so there is plenty of variety to • 

choose from! Some of these include coaching, * 
horse care, fundraising and training and * 

mentoring other volunteers. * 


The YELA award scheme is open to all young people 
between the ages of 13 and 25 . 



Check out what some YELA candidates think about 


As well as achieving a Bronze, silver 
or Gold award, you will be adding 
valuable experience to your CV! The 
scheme will bring you challenges, 
develop your equestrian knowledge as 
well as your life skills. Plus, you II get 
to spend hours with ponies and getting 
involved in horsey activities! 


Thanks to YELA for the pics! 


r "YELA 
has been 

challenging, but in a 
good way, and so rewarding. 
The award has encouraged me 
to branch out of my comfort zon 
to meet new 
people. 1 
one 

have ever si' 


^ confidence. I struggled v 
^ shyness but the scheme 
• discouraged me to go to i 

places and meet 
• newpeople." 

n Melissa Call, YELA 
9 Candidate 


challenges anc 
can honestly say it' 
of the best things 
gned up fo 

Katie Midgley, 
YELA Candidate 


You can learn 
valuable skills 


It vvww.ponymag.com 

more info! 















Feel your 
pony's joints 






f / What should 
'i^^you check for 
your pony's 
I joints that 
could indicate a 
problem? 


What can you do to 

your pony's joints? 

A. me him on <he “ 7ade“on°h“d 

, used to hard surfaces, SO if he s no 

nd it won't affect him. 

,se his legs down each time you ride, no matter 
t the weather is. 

Be careful of the surface ^"^^'"^sutable fo 
Check the surface .s 3pecial 


A. Cold limbs and 
unwillingness to lift 
up his feet. 


•W B. Fluid build up in 

• • joints, heat in the joints 

and lumps suggesting 

• ^ bone growths on the 
X- joints. 


C. Whether he is 
standing evenly on all 
four legs or not. 


How many bones are there 
skeleton? 


in a pony's 


Which ponies are most likely to 
suffer from Joint problems? 


A. Veteran ponies or ponies that have worked 
hard for the majority of their lives. 


B. Ponies who live out as they move around 
all the time. 


C. Young ponies that are more excitable and 
are more likely to injure themselves. 


or swotting up needed here! You need to up your knowledge 
o you can spot when a pony might be uncomfortable or have a 
his joints. It's valuable knowledge! 


Good try. You know a bit about joints, but you could do rnore to make sure you are 
looking after them as best you can. Your pony will appreciate your extra effort! 


O VI iiiviv^ j I I 

Well done! You clearly know your stuff! Keep up the good work and look 
after your pony's joints - it's very important! 







This month we wanted to see 
your best 


Check out some of our 
faves below! 


rt you want to feature as insrag 
direct message us your best pic 


proudest moments! 


all about your fave pony. 


If you'd like to feature as 
Instagrammer of the Month, direct 
message us your best pic on our 
Instagram page @ponymaguk, 
telling us all about your fove pony, 
or your proudest moments! 


our ins^srammer of «.e 

@mymareautumn 

This is me and 

What I would do without her! 



“None can hold a candle to Stonar s brilliant 
equestrian education and its internationally 
renowned facilities” 

Tatler Schools Guide 2015 


Welcoming boys 
into the Senior School 
from 20 1 6 


OPEN MOPJsriNG 

Saturday 26 September 20 1 5 

EQUESTRJAN OPEN MOPJ^G 

Wednesday 7 October 20 1 5 



For further information contact Karen Ibbott 
Tel. 01225 701741 
Email k.ibbott@stonarschooLcom 
www.stonarschool.com 
Cottles Park, Atworth, Wiltshire SN12 8NT 




STONAR 

The UK’s leading Equestrian School Riding scholarships available 
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EARTLAI 


f Loads more oitoe 

or cbU 01488 601080 j 


eartland 


H EARTLAI 


HEARTL* 
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Ponies can enjo' 
licks in the field 


™ .u. Mur:.«b dna ponies are edible, super tasty treats that can 
help keep your pony entertained and happy. They come in loads 
of different flavours, shapes and sizes and can be used for lots of 
purposes. Some ponies go totally bonkers for licks, so why not soice 
up your pony's day and see how he likes it? 


There are lots of types of licks 
for different occasions. Some 
of these inicude: 


In the field: These often 
come in tubs so they can be 
left in the field safely, or can 
be tied to the fence. They 
are high in vitamins and 
minerals that are essential 
to your pony's diet. They can 
be especially handy during 
the summer months if the 
weather is hot and the grass 
is poor. 


In the stable: These licks can I . ■■■■■■I 

be very handy for stable-kept I 

ponies. There are different | 

types of holders for stable 

licks - ones that fix to the 

wall or door, ones that hang from the ceiling and even ones that 
rotate when the pony goes to lick, providing him with a game to 
entertain him, as well as something tasty! 


Treats: Licks can be used as treats. Some come in small 
hand-held tubs with lids so you can offer them to your pony 
as a reward. 


Ponies who crib bite in the 
stable can benefit from 
a lick as it is thought to 
reduce the habit. 





^Tui^sfofJlicIS, 


Licks = tonnes 
of fun! 


Feel the stretch! 


USStandLl^nefits 


Some licks are mostly salt which provides essential minerals that ponies can lack in their everyday diets. Have you ever 
seen a pony lick soil or tree bark? This could be a sign that he is not getting enough salt and a salt lick could be beneficial 


Fly repelling 

Garlic works as a natural fly repellant. Some field licks have garlic in them which not only provides vits and mins, but 
helps your pony repel those nasty summer flies! Clever! 


Calming 

Some licks are designed to have a calming effect on ponies, and contain ingredients such as 
magnesium. 


Suitable for laminitics 

Some licks are suitable for laminitics, and help provide them with essential vits and mins they 
need while on a restricted diet. 

Offering access to a suitable lick, for up to two hours a day, for example, will offer nutrients 
without the risk of them overindulging. 


Overall health 

Lots of licks can benefit your pony's health by offering vitamins, minerals and antioxidants 
to his diet. Licks which are flavoured may contain higher levels of sugar. While this is not a 
problem for most ponies, it could be for very overweight ponies or ponies who are prone to 
laminitis. Make sure you choose the right lick for your pony! 


PONIES LOVE TO EAT, FACT! BUT 
WHEN THEY CANT BE EATING, MANY 
MIGHT LOVE A LICK TO 
^ KEEP THEM BUSY. 

I 1 READONTOFINO 

f E OUT ALL ABOUT WHY 

M LICKS ARE FAB! 


Boredom 

Licks can help bust boredom as they give ponies something to concentrate on, as consuming licks takes time 
and patience on the pony's part! Licks can be great for ponies on box rest. 


Distraction 

Ponies who are worried by the vet or farrier could benefit from a lick to distract them. A lick may be more 
appealing than feed he might receive regularly, like hay. 


Equine stretching 

Licks can be used to aid equine stretching exercises. Hold a hand held lick at your pony's shoulder or near his 
hooves to encourage him to stretch to reach it. 








Pix: Lewis Harding 
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I n my last update, I had just 
had the call-up for the British 
Nations Cup team in Rotterdam, 
and I am thriiled to say that we 
won! It was only my second 
senior team appearance and it was 
such an honour to ride aiongside 
team mates Ben Maher, Michaei 
Whitaker and Joe Clee. 

Spirit evei^so nearly Jumped a 
double clear but it was a reaily 
tough course and she was uniucky 
to have one down in the first 
round. When we went clear in the 
second though, our team knew we 
could be no worse than second. 

In fact, it went down to the wire. 
France was leading right untii the 
end, untii Jerome Hurei had one 
fence down with time penaities, 
which meant we won. It was 
so exciting! 

aiiiiLBowem 


A fter Rotterdam, we moved on to an amazing new five- 
star show in Belgium with a crazy sounding name 
- Knokke - and all of us agreed it was one of the best 
yet. They had some great new ideas, including a team 
relay event where the girls took on the boys. I was riding 
Ramiro, my team mate was Gudrun Patteet from Belgium 
and we just were NOT going to let the guys beat us! We 
both put in really fast rounds to take victory. Great fun! 



j ! Podium time! 



The horses went so well at Knokke. Spirit was 
■ clear m the 1.50m class, Sam clear in 1.40m 
and Joey clear in the young horse class. So when I 
was asked which is my most exciting horse at the 
moment, it was really difficult to choose. In thrend 
I nominated Jonkers Van Sombeke. He is still only 
SIX, but I really think he will be a future superstar 


On a completely different note Tve just about been able to snatch a few minutes at a time - between 
competitions - to do some of my own painting this summer, but I can't wait to see all your entries for 
PONY'S art competition. It'll be an honour to judge it. 
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Lick-tastic! 


Rockies’ range of mineralised salt licks provides 
horses that don’t require a bucketfeed (or don’t 
need their full ration) with a simple and cost 
effective way of acquiring vitamins, minerals 
and trace elements. 



MINERALISED SALT LICKS 




Here are some top products. . . 

Health Licks are available in five delicious flavours 
(carrot, apple, cherry, mint and garlic) and sized 
to fit into a 2kg holder. They contain salt and a 
range of minerals selected for horses. MagnaCalm 
contains bioavailable magnesium and is 
designed to counter deficiency, which can cause 
behavioural issues. It’s a great way of providing 
horses that don’t receive a bucketfeed with a 
calorie free source of magnesium. 

Field & Stable Block is cost effective and great 
for groups of horses and ponies who live out. 

It’s packed full of vitamins, minerals and trace 
elements. It’s ideal for the multi horse owner, and 
costs from just 3p per day per horse to use. 


To find out more about Rockies' range of licks, go to... 

www.rockies.co.uk, email info@rockies.co.uk or call 01606 595025 





When should you worm your pony for bots? 


How can you tell how much 
wormer to give your pony? 

A: By weighing him by weigh- 
tape, and checking his weight on 
the worming instructions 

B: The wormer packaging advises 
how much to give according to 
your pony's height 

C: By breed. Different breeds 
should be given different amounts 
of wormer 


( Which of these is not a method you con use to 
j worm your pony? 

/ A: Syringe B: Tablet C: Powder D: Injection 


( Why should you always check the active ingredients in 
] your pon/s wormer? 


C. Puffworms Real □ False □ 


D. Polarid Encystium Real □ False □ 

E. Redworms Real □ False □ 


F. Bots Real □ False □ 


^True or false? 

A. You don't have 
to worm ponies 
who live in stables , 
as worms live in i 

fields J 

True □ False □ M 


B. It doesn't 
matter when 
you worm 
your pony 

True □ 

False □ 


C. Picking up 
poo from a pony's ^ 
paddock once a year \ 
helps to keep down the 
worm burden 

True □ False □ 




D. All ponies suffer from worms 

True □ False □ 


Which of these are real 
worms which live in your 
pony, and which are false? 

A. Ascarids Real □ False □ 


B. Pinworms Real □ False □ 


G. Typiworms Real □ False □ 


\\ \Y/ / 

HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW 
Z' about WORMING HORSES AND 
/ PONIES? TEST YOURSELF WITH 
M OUR GREAT WORMING QUIZ! 




Can you spot all the things which are wrong in 
this story about how to worm your pony? 


^ Which of these are signs that a 
pony could be suffering from 
worm infestation? 

A: Weight loss B: Diarrheoa 


C: Sleepiness 


D: Colic 


E: Poor condition F: Friskiness 


Stacey worms Smidge 

R eturning from a ride, Stacey took off her hat and gloves 
and led her pony, Smidge, into the stable. She had 
decided to worm him - the paddock was full of dung so she 
thought it was probably a good thing. Stacey had bought a 
syringe of wormer and as she hadn't wormed Smidge for a 
while, she thought it would be best to give him the whole 
dose. Last time, she remembered, she had only half a syringe 
- her best friend Maddy had given her the remains of a 
syringe she'd found in her tack box. 

Stacey was going to ask Maddy to help her with Smidge, 
but she couldn't find her so she decided to go it alone. Tying 
up Smidge to the ring on his manger, Stacey picked up the 
worming syringe and, grabbing Smidge's headcollar, she 
poked the syringe into the side of his mouth and squirted. 
Nothing happened - so she took a look and discovered she 
had forgotten to take the cap off! She flicked it off and the cap 
disappeared into Smidge's bed as Stacey tried again. 

Unfortunately, almost immediately Smidge spat most of 
the wormer out again. Stacey decided he'd probably had 
enough, gave him a pat and threw the syringe in the bin. 
There, she thought, she wouldn't have to worry about that 
for a good long while! 
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Send four VIP 
points to get 
a pair of fab 
Magic Gloves, 
or eight points 
for an awesome 
mega rosette. 
Available while 
stocks last! 


Offer available to UK 
members only until the 
end of September 2015. 
Don't forget to include a 
large (A4), stamped, self 


addressed envelope! 


5i^iirilnDiz!fcB aTOPjtJil! 


Can you work these out? Use your code breaker to see if 
you got them right! 



1. What colour is a pony who is black, brown and white? 




When riding, always @ your@00# before 
your (*)©(®)* . to '^©©©0*<a)© 

oeoD'O first, and then *eooo Without 
the ©0©0 you have CO© 


2. What is a combintion of two fences with no strides 
between them called? 


O * “ O ’ ©^ 


3. Name the winning horse and rider of the 2015 
Equestrian.com Hickstead Derby? 

<5 • ^ ® V 09 0 



OQ#^ 0^^000 ^ ^ 



POINTS FORM FOR GIFTS/ROSETTES 


□ I enclose a large (A4) stamped, self-addressed envelope with correct postage for a large letter, first or second class. 
Name Membership no 

Address Tel 

Email 


_Rosette/gift required . 


Number of points attached_ 


30 - 
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Savewer20%wlwnyB<> 

oidoT by S6iit®Hib6T 30ih 


oTop tips from top riders I 

otl ways to improve your lumpfogi I 

oPIaltingkoow-how I 

o What pouies think about 
o Have a happy hacki y 

o Brilliam thing to make r ""Ce 

..and loads morel y/Tl I f /TV: 


PONYMAG.COM/SHOP o 0 1420 601020 o FILL OUT THE FORM 


RRMBDERii' 


ANNUAL TO BE SENT TO: (block capitals) 
Mr/M rs/Miss/Ms 


PONY The Annual 8016 


Postcocle_ 


_ Tel no_ 


Pre-order me annual(s) at the special price 

of £9.99 (RRP £12.99) plus postage at £3.25 UK, 
£5.72 EU, £6.90 ROW per annual. 

I enclose a cheque for £ sterling, 

made payable to DJ Murphy (Publishers) Ltd. 


DJ Murphy, publishers of PONY Magazine, 
will hold and collect your personal 
information to process your order. From 
time-to-time we may provide you with 
details of our other products and services. 
Please tick here if you do not wish to 

receive this information by post email . 

Occasionally we may send you information 
from other companies whose products may 
be of interest. Please tick here if you do not 

wish to receive this information by post 

email . We will not pass your details on. 

POPA0915 


Send this completed form to 
PONY: the annual priority orders, 

PONY Magazine, DJ Murphy (Publishers) Ltd, 
Marlborough House, Headley Road, Grayshott, Surrey GU26 6LG 


We would like to send PONY Magazine news and 
competition details to the recipient of this annual. If you 
have their permission, please provide their email here 











^ly^^artiStorV i^ 


||K ^tten^xclusiyely> 
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katieilnot]impressedIwitHlbeih g lleni^loot 


I couldn't believe it. Having agreed reluctantly to 
look after mv bia sis Libbv's horse, Parsifal (wh 


Katie? But 
for some 




look after my big sis Libby's horse, Parsifal (while 
she tours Europe after winning a TV talent show), I 
discovered that my plans to palm off his care to my 
pony mad best mate, Sara, had been foiled - because 
Parsifal won't let anyone but me ride him! So I've been 
stuck with the job - and I really don't like horses... 

Luckily, after a major strop, Sara agreed to help out 
by giving me a riding lesson (since I was very rusty). 

So I let Parsifal trot for a bit and Sara winced as I 
bumped about in the saddle. 

"Sit up straight," she yelled. "Your feet are too far 
forward in the stirrups." 

I tried to do as she said but ended up bouncing 
about even more - and eventually I bounced right off 
over Parsifal's shoulder. To my irritation, Sara 
laughed. I swore, while Parsifal watched me 
with a bemused expression. I spent the 
evening studying Libby's horse books, 
trying to learn how to sit and apply aids 
more smoothly. 

"Why not book some more riding 
lessons at the local stables - with 
Parsifal," suggested Mum. "I'll pay." 

How could I refuse? 


As the weeks passed, my riding improved. At first, 
Libby texted and emailed every day, telling us a 
about the new places she was visiting and how much 
she enjoyed touring. She always asked about Parsifal 
and I kept reassuring her he was happy and she had 
nothing to worry about. I soon got used to getting 
up early and fitting Parsifal in with my school work. 

We kind of tolerated each other, without displaying 
any signs of mutual affection. Sometimes, though, I 
actually enjoyed hacking out and I even admit learning 
to jump was good fun. However, I couldn't wait for 
Libby to come home and take over again. 

The weeks became months and Libby's emails 
and texts became less frequent, and she rarely rang. 

I noticed she didn't always mention Parsifal. On the 
other hand, she regularly referred to a new friend, 
Luigi, another singer she'd met in Italy. 

"Good that Libby is getting to know some 
different people," remarked Mum one morning 
over breakfast. Dad raised his eyebrows but went 
back to his newspaper. "She's emailed to say 
she's booked a flight and will be visiting here 
next weekend. I must make sure her room is all 
ready. Won't it be nice to see your sister again. 


reason, 

I wasn't 
as excited 
about Libby's 
return as I 
thought I would be. 

Then, three days 
before she was due back, 
disaster struck. Even now, 
my memory of exactly what 
happened is hazy. I'd been 
schooling in the paddock 
and just untacked Parsifal 
and had started to groom 
him, when Mum shouted 
' through the window that Sara 
""was on the phone. I remember 
taking the dandy brush and hoof 
pick with me, so Parsifal wouldn't tread 
on them and hurt himself, then running into 
the house to have a natter with Sara. (I wanted 
all the gossip on her new boyfriend). We must have chatted 
for nearly an hour, and by the time she'd finished. Mum was 
yelling at me to come and get supper. 

"You and Parsifal seem to be getting on well 
together," Mum had commented. 

"OMG, Parsifal!" I screeched. 

"I never finished grooming 
him!" Panicking, 

I rushed 
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outside. To my horror, the gate was swinging wide open and 
the paddock was empty. 

"OMG, he's gone!" I wailed, my heart thumping madly. 
We all searched the lane and nearby fields, waving our 
torches and calling. After an hour. Mum came home and 
rang the police and anyone we could think of who might 
have seen him. 

"He can't have got far, love," Dad reassured, but 
I had visions of poor Parsifal lying in the road, hit 
by a car, and Libby screaming at me, because I'd 
killed her horse. I'd been careless, thoughtless, and 
selfish. My sister had trusted me with her horse 
and I'd let her down. She would never forgive me. I 
could never forgive myself. 

Sara joined me the next day and together we 
searched again, while Dad drove further afield and Mum 
stayed at home by the phone, calling all the local vets, just in 
case the worst had happened. 

"Someone must have seen him," Sara said. "A horse 
can't just vanish into thin air." 

"What if he's been stolen?" I wondered. "He's quite 
valuable, you know." 

By Friday night I was plunged into despair. There had 
been no news of Parsifal and Libby was due to arrive home 
late the following morning. Everything seemed hopeless. 

I set my alarm for 5.15am, determined to find him somehow 
before my sister came back to discover her beloved horse 
missing. I'd dragged myself out of bed, and prepared to 
cycle back down the roads we'd already checked, when I 
heard a familiar whinny outside. I almost trampled our poor 
tabby cat in my panic to see if it was Parsifal. 

Standing innocently in the front garden, 
in the midst of Mum's favourite flowerbed, 
was a very dirty, muddy grey horse with 
V a tangled mane and a filthy tail. He was 

rd- \ hardly recognisable as Parsifal and he 

^ smelt just awful! 

"Hey, boy, where on earth have you 
been?" I exclaimed, before throwing 
my arms round his neck and kissing 
his muddy face. 

- ^ ^ ^ He looked 

‘<5^' a bit 


startled but stood obediently until I regained my 
composure. "Right," I said in a sensible voice, "we'd 
better get you cleaned up." 

My parents had, of course, been awoken by the 
commotion and joined me in their dressing gowns. Mum 
immediately fetched a bucket of warm water and some 
old tea towels and helped me with the clean-up 
operation. Dad said it was possible Parsifal had 
got stuck in a river or pond, which would explain 
the mud and the smell, but had managed to get 
himself out at last. I didn't care any more - all 
that mattered was that Parsifal was safe and 
back home. 

After a lot of energy and effort, Parsifal finally 
looked his handsome self again and I was just about 
to jump in the shower when the phone rang. "Libby, 
sweetheart," I heard Mum say. "Where are you?" 

When I came out of the bathroom my parents were 
sitting in the lounge, looking stunned. 

"Has Libby's flight been delayed?" I asked uneasily. 

"Libby won't be coming home," Mum replied. 

"What's happened?" I asked anxiously. "Is she okay?" 

Then she dropped the bombshell. "Actually, your sister 
has decided to settle in Rome with Luigi." 

"Seriously?" 

"She wants to bring him home to meet us all next 
month," said Dad, still in shock. 

"It's probably just a crush on this guy," I suggested 
reassuringly. "She'll change her mind." 

But when Libby phoned again later that night, and I 
spoke to her myself, it was clear she was madly in love 
with Luigi. 

"But if you stay in Italy, what about Parsifal?" I asked. 

She sounded embarrassed. "I can't really have him 
over here with me," she said. "Besides, I don't have time 
for a horse now, with my music career taking off." 

I was gobsmacked. Was this the same Libby who had 
left us six months ago, crying because she had to leave 
her horse behind? Living away from home had certainly 
changed her. 

"I'm really grateful to you for taking such good care of 
Parsifal for me," said Libby. "But I know you don't really 
like horses or riding and I should never have imposed on 
you in the first place." She sighed unhappily. "I'll just have 
to sell him." 

Oddly, a voice that sounded suspiciously like mine said, 
"But you can't sell him." 

"Why not?" 

"Because I want to keep him." And in that moment 
I realised how much Parsifal meant to me. The idea of 
losing him, of no longer hearing him greet me with his 
impatient whinny in the mornings, was just far too awful 
to contemplate. 

Well, eventually Libby married Luigi, and I got to keep 
Parsifal. More than that, I actually started entering jumping 
competitions on him - and winning. In fact, Sara tells me 
I'm in danger of becoming a horse-mad teenager after all. 

Funny how things turn out, isn't it? 
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HarperCoUinsChildren'sBooks 

presents 



He had the heart 
of a champion, 
my horse, I had 
known it from the 
very first moment 
I saw him. 


Also by Stacy Gregg 




A rril liti! 
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Bingy owned by 
Jessica KafthpUA. 


I Bentley owned by 

jLllgabeth 0 sdlliv/^n 


Feathers g- N\o((y 
o'!'^!2!lhyAoistin 


I am a member of Whaddon Chase Pony Club. I joined 
when I was six and did a bit of everything but Camp was 
the best! I started endurance riding when I was eight and 
we had great instructors. My pony Maisy and I won the 
first ever area competiton! I also won the junior open 
Pony Club Endurance Championships and won National 
Endurance Supreme Champion! I would never have 
achieved it all without the support of WCPC! 

Hannah Maskell 


Hasn t the weather been hot? Glorious in some ways but a bit 
bothersome in others! While lots of ponies love to sunbathe, they can 
also be affected by very hot days. Flies come out in force, theyVe 
likely to be feeling lazy, they need lots of water and ponies with pink 
skin on their noses can be at risk of sunburn. Kake sure you do all 
you can to keep your pony happy! 

Du^^ie and Soloman have been fi^htin^ over the shadiest areas 
of their paddock and they re constantly bein^ smothered in fly spray! 
How are your ponies ^ettin^ on this summer? Kaybe they 
love sunbathing or have had a bath? Whatever it is, ' 
make sure you send us a pic! 


DRESSAGE DIVA 


My name is Grace. I thought I would 
send you an update on what Tve been 
up to with my pony. Buttons. We have 
been doing dressage over winter and in 
May, Buttons and I won a junior dressage 
league! I love this little pony! 

Grace Calvert-Whitehead 


" READER’S EMAILS I 

I am absolutely pony mad and PONY Magazine has given 
me some wonderful tips and has helped me and my pony 
hugely. PONY has helped people across the world achieve 
their goals. 

Vienna Peel 


GD MILO! 


This is my 10-year-old pony, Milo. I 
have had him for three years. When 
I got him he was very cautious and 
weary of jumping but now we are 
doing great! 

Daisy 
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I would love to Shout 
Out to my pony. Peaches. 
She has made my riding 
improve loads and I'm now 
competing her regularly. 
When we brought her 
she hadn't done a lot but 
recently we came second in 
a big class! 

Katy 


I am eight years 
old and I go for 
riding lessons each 
week at Mayfield 
Equestrian in 
Aberdeen. I love all 
the ponies there, but 
my favourite is Top 
Cat. He took a bit of 
getting used to but 
now he's awesome! 

I like him because 
he's very gentle and 
sometimes walks 
out of his stable 
even if he's tied up! 
Also, he canters 
easily. Top Cat is the 
best pony ever! 
Chloe Benzie 


LtnER OF ■ 
, THE MONTH 


[Wirnaverifariiiwre.slKiuiaiit 


' READER’S EMAILS ■ 

Dear PONY Team, I am writing 
to say the biggest thank you that 
I could ever say! Before I read 
the mags I was scared of riding 
but now I am cantering and 
loving it! Soon I am getting a 
share pony called Rosie! 

Anna Radford 


This 


The writer of the letter of the month will receive a PONY 
Tail mini reporter bag! Available in pink or blue. Write 
to PONY Magazine, Marlborough House, Headley Road, 
Grayshott, Surrey GU26 6LG or email pony@djmurphy.co.uk 
Remember to send a stamped, self-addressed envelope if 
^ you would like your picture returned. 


is a picture of me 
rid my dad going for 
hack together. We 
ok like little and 
rge because Dad's 
horse. Jet, is 17hh and 
ny pony. Star, is 13.2hh. 
s a good job Star likes 
to walk fast! We love going 
adventures and playing 
mounted games in the field! 

I love Star and Jet, they are my best 


four-legged friends! 
Hazel Deane 


I 

I 

I 

I 


Can I get a big Shout Out 
to Alfie, the poo-picking 
pony! He loves helping 
my mum poo-pick his field 
while I'm at school. He's so 
clever, I love him so much! 
Amelia Dickinson 


r® ER’S EMAILS I 

I am emailing to say how much I 
love PONY Magazine, especially 
the competitions. I have entered 
the next one so hopefully I will 
win. I find the info in the Mag so 
helpful, I use it when I ride my 
horse, George. 

Ella-Mae Redmore 
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George owned by 
Karnala, Oscar 
and Kia 


Rosie owned by Fern 


This is my special mare, 
Tiggy. She is 14.2hh and 
about 18 years old. When I 
got her I had never competed 
in a one day event, but I 
am now on my Pony Club's 
eventing and showjumping 
teams! We are looking 
forward to the area team 
ODE. I don't know what I'd 
do without her. 

Alice Southcombe 


Rosie owned by 
HannaVi Ghapinoan 


owned by 


Ella Wronsbi 


(g)nevee_x 

I This is Earl, nny gorgeous bay 
pony. Earl is only two and we 
I have had him since he was a 
little foal. He is very cheeky and 
I has a lovely character, I can't 
wait to bring him on! 


@dressage_diva13 
This is my pony Sixpence 
who is a Welsh Mountain 
Pony. She is forward- 
going but has a lovely 
temperament. I love her 
so much! 


I @ my.equestrian.life 

This is me on my favourite horse, 
Thor! He is a 15.3hh cob, who I first 
rode last summer. It was love at first 
ride. I love him so much! 


Hi PONY! I'm so proud 
of my pony, Sweetpea, 
because she has had 
a long time off with 
an illness but has just 
come back into work 
and has been so well 
behaved! She loves 
the extra treats she 
gets and ear scratches. 

Her best friend is a 
tubby Shetland called 
Super Noodles! 
Catarina 


Every letter and pet featured 
will win a fab PONY rosette! 
Don't forget to include your 
) name and address! 


PONY Mag is the best! Reading 
the riding and jumping features 
has given me tonnes of confidenc 
on my pony, Tigger (real name 
Timothy but we call him Tigger 
because he does a funny bouncy 
thinn when he's excited!), 
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This fan sticker book will 
keep kids basg for hoars/ 
Inside they’ll learn all aboat 
horse coloars and markings, 
the points of the horse and 
bone stractare. how to 
[i3entifg 13 different breeds. 










Photo Messenger Bag 
£29.95 


Emily 

& Butcons 


Horse & Rider Bag 
£24.95 


Diamante Horseshoe 
Backpack £22.95 


Camouflage 
Backpack £22.95 


Horse & Rider 
Backpack £22.95 


Horse Friends 
Gym Bag £6.95 


Heritage Messenger Bag 
£24.95 


Ir 

Uizii y 


Dotty Mischief 
Back Pack £14.95 
& Matching Pencil 
Case £5.95 


Music Book Bags 
£12.50 


Scissors 

£5.50 


rd Rather Be Riding 
Book Bag £9.99 


Hole Punch 
£5.50 


A4 


Miss Melody 
Lunch Box . 

£5.49 \ 

Horse Folder 


Personalised 
Pencil case 
£7.50 


Diamante Sports Holdall 


Wild Sports 
£25.00 


www.luvponies.com 
Tel: 020 8364 0350 
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DON’T FORGET \ 

TOINCLUDEYOURNftME ^ 
AND ADDRESS WITH ANY ^ 
PICTDRESTHATYOU J 
SEND IN! 


Bm 
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CAN YOU SEE A MASTERPIECE^/ 

OF YOUR OWN HANGING IN A 
frame? SENO US YOUR FAB 
drawings FOR THE CHANCE TO 
Featured AND WIN A SUPER 

COOL PRIZE! 













KEEP 

WARM 

M€f: 

HUG 
A PONY 


PONY 


KEEP 

RIDING 

Am 

BE 

HAPPY 


Loads more online at 
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CI-OS/WG DATE? 

l^rEUBCn 30TH 20 151 


Noble 
Outfitters 
Wave Fork 


3ur ai 
with 
rots I 
ting s 
ver fi 


The Wave Fork is lightweight and 
strong. Its tines form a basket that 
makes mucking out super easy! 

It's been tested for strength under 
boots, hooves and an 
off-road vehicle! Guaranteed 
for five years, the Wave Fork is 
available with seven different 
colour tines and 

many combinations! f § J 


01572 772508 
www.nobleoutfitters.co.uk 
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www.animalsyeahyeah.com 


iOT I J J . 


WIN! A PAIR OF ARIAT JUNIOR 
BROMONT BOOTS (PAGE 12) 


Tie-breaker: What would you call a new design of super- 
smart long riding boots? 


Tie-breaker: 

Q: What design would you feature on a hoodie? 

A: 


a Bridleway saddlecloth G Animals Yeah Yeah 

I would like size Hoodie 

I would like colour I would like size 


Foot size: Calf height: Calf width: 


Q: Name one of the famous riders that wear Ariat 
Bromont Boots. 


Win it! (pages 52-531 

Answer the following question and tie-breaker, then tick 
the boxes for the items you'd like to try and win! 

Q: Name one colourway the Bridleway Equestrian 
Contrast Stitch Saddlecloth is available. 


□ Carrots hat cover 
and socks 


□ Safe-Care Equine 
Coiiection 


□ Nobie Outfitters 
Wave Fork 


□ Schieich Big 
Horse Show 


Yeah Born To ^ 
Ride Kids Hooded 
Sweatshirt 


Get this fab Bom 
To Ride, Forced 
To Go To School 
kids hooded 
sweatshirt. 
Featuring an 
exciusive design 
a hooded neck 
with draw cords 
and a front 
pouch pocket. 


First name_ 
Surname _ 
Address 


Please give month and year of birth: 
Month Year 


Daytime tel no . 
Email: 


Yes, rd love to receive the PONY email alert □ 

Parent/Guardian signature 

(If under 16 years old) 

DJ Murphy (Publishers) Ltd will hold and collect your personal information to process your entry. 
From time to time we may provide you with details of our other products and services. Please tick 
if you do not wish to receive this information □ by post □ by email. Occasionally we may send you 
information from other companies whose products may be of interest. Please tick if you do not wish 
to receive these □ by post □ by email. We will not pass your details on. 


For all PONY competition terms and conditions 
please go to www.ponym I 


% for YOUR CHANCE TO 
WIN, SIMPLY ANSWER THE 
QUESTION ANO TIE-BREAKER. 
there ARE THREE WAYS TO 
enter -FILL OUT THE ENTRY 
form, ENTER ONLINE AT 
WWW.PONYCOMPETITIONS 
CO.UKORSCANTHEQRCOOE 
< WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE. 

r VI I \ " 

Schieich Big 
Horse Show 


The Big Horse Show from 
Schieich, with its dressage 
ring and jumps, makes for an 
equestrian extravaganza. Two 
lucky winners will get their 
hands on one of these! 


v./v N 


sW^' 


www.schleich-s.com 






CHARITY 

UPDATE 

Catch up on the latest news from 
horsey charities and updates on some 
of the lovely rescue ponies! 


Don't forget to tell us about your visit to a charity this year. Send us a piccie of yourself with the rescued equines! 

Email PONY at PONY@DJMURPHY.CO.UK 


pm flat* everpaii^ 


Two miniature ponies who were abandoned 
in seperate cases and rescued by HAPPA have 
found new forever homes. HAPPA Little John 
was left tied to a tree in a forest, suffering from 
strangles, while HAPPA Gandalf was abandoned, 
tethered on some wasteland. 

The ponies have found loving new homes 
and have both recently embarked on showing 
careers, where they are proving to be show- 
stopping champions! They recently competed in 
the Red Rose Shetland Show, where both ponies 
came home with ribbons, and Little John even 
secured first place in the coloured section! 
www.happa.org.uk 


WHW WEIGHT watchers! 


We all love summer, ponies included, 
but we must be careful that the presence 
of lush green grass doesn't cause ponies 
to pile on the pounds. World Horse 
Welfare advises that overweight equines 
are much more likely to experience 
difficulties with their health from other 
conditions, such as laminitis and heart 
and breathing problems. A carefully 
controlled diet and regular exercise are 
two key factors to keeping ponies trim 
and in good shape! 

Even Shetland WHW Janice, who is 
too small to be ridden, gets her exercise 
by being taken pony power walking - a 
perfect summer evening activity! 
www.worldhorsewelfare.org 




MaRveLLOus minis! 


Gentle mare Zig Zag, a Redwings' rescue resident, has 
found a loving new home at Ebony Horse Club - a charity 
dedicated to supporting, educating and inspiring young 
people in London through the love of horses. 

Rescued in 2009 by the RSPCA, along with 10 other 
mares who were found in a terrible state of neglect, Zig 
Zag and the mares were signed over to Redwings. With 
lots of love and care from the team, they all made 
fantastic recoveries. 


The Mare and Foal 
Sanctuary is excited to be 
hosting its 24th annual 
Horse and Dog Show on 
Sunday 13th September. 
There will be something 
for everyone, whether 
watching or competing. 

From show jumping, 
in-hand classes, ridden 
showing, fancy dress and 
even "Thelwell pony", 
the schedule is packed! 
All funds raised will go 
towards the Sanctuary's 
work caring for horses. 
www.mareandfoal.org 
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Hi Victoria! How excited are you that 
youVe ^t a new pony on (oan now? I 
heard Jumble's a fab Pony Club pony! 


Hi P\o((y. He is! 
He's ^reat! 




What's wron^? 


He keeps shaking his 
head and turning away 
so I can't ^et the bit in 
his mouth! 


Oh, hi ^uys. I'm trying to tack 
up Jumble but I can't seem to 
put his bridle on! 








Are you okay 
Victoria? 


It sounds like you re 
having trouble? 











VICTORIA CAN'T 
WAIT TO RIDE 
HER NEW PONY. 
BUT SHE SOON 
DISCOVERS 
HE MIGHT NOT 
BE WHAT SHE 
EXPECTED... 





STARRING: SOPHIE AS VICTORIA, LIVY AS MOLLY, EMI AS ALICE, POPPY AS TARA AND PEPPER AS JUMBLE. LOCATION: HEWSHOH FARM RIDING STABLES. 











BIS' 
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Susie never imagined shf'd 
chance to improve her riding - b 

gUBSS whBt---- 


HS 


M y name is Susie Webster and I own a 15hh Irish Sports 
Horse called Kia. She is 15 years old and I have had 
her for two-and-a-half years. We regularly compete in NSEA 
(National Schools Equestrian Association) and Pony Club 
competitions. Kia is so incredible and I owe everything to 
her. I won the 14-and-under KBIS bursary in 2014 through 
the NSEA. 

It all began when my riding team manager 
at my school told our team about a riding 
bursary that top horse insurance company 
KBIS were running with the NSEA. I leapt 
at the chance to enter. This was a national 
competition for schools that are members 
of the NSEA, for riders all over the country. 

There were two categories: 14-and-under, and 
15-and-over. I thought that there was no harm 
in trying! 

VIDEO STAR 

For the first round I had to make a video 
explaining my previous achievements, my aims 
for the year and what I would do with the £500 
bursary money if I won. This took me a very 
long time to make, with hundreds of out-takes 
involving Kia getting annoyed and dragging me to grass at 
the side of the arena, and me begging my sister to record 
me for the hundredth time. When I finally submitted the 
video and watched other entries I felt very doubtful about 
my chance of winning! 


Ke with the poster , 
(above left) - featuring i 
me - and jumping at ^ 
home with Isial 


I between Kia and myself. I was able to have 
regular lessons with Pony Club and BSJA 
accredited coaches, which I normally couldn't afford. It also 
enabled me to enter more shows with Kia so I didn't feel any 
nerves when we went to the big shows. It developed our 
partnership into a team that works together. 


IT ALL PAYS OFF 


SHORTLISTED! 

After a couple of weeks of very anxious waiting, KBIS 
announced the five riders on the shortlists for both 
categories - and I was one of them in the 14-and-under 
section. I couldn't believe it and thought I was the luckiest 
person ever! The second round was much harder; I had to 
submit 100-150 words on why I believed horse insurance 
was important. Obviously I think it is crucial because Kia is 
my partner and in a crisis I would need the reassurance that 
she would get the best treatment. This is why, for me, horse 
insurance is vital. 

When I submitted my answer that would decide the final 
result there was another anxious wait, and I convinced 
myself that winning would never happen to me. 

KNOCK ME DOWN WITH 
A FEATHER... 

But it did! When I received the email to say I'd won £500 
training money and sponsored clothing for myself and Kia 
I couldn't believe it - I didn't stop smiling for days! It just 
proves that you don't have to have the most fancy horse or 
be jumping the biggest courses to achieve something! The 
added bonus was the sponsored clothing - I received a rug, 
a numnah, t-shirts and jackets, and it was so nice to be able 
to wear them out and about with the KBIS logo on them. 

The £500 training money was so useful to my 
development as a rider, and strengthened the bond 


In 2014, with the help of the bursary, I competed at Royal 
Windsor Horse Show in the inter-schools showjumping. 

We qualified at the Hickstead Schools competition to ride in 
the international arena in the junior section at 1.05m, and 
our team came seventh. We also came second at Felbridge 
show ground, qualifying to compete at the National Schools 
Equestrian Championships last October at 85cm. 

I'M FAMOUS 

I truly believe that my achievements were due to the Bursary. 
As well as the development in my riding it also developed 
my self-belief. KBIS were so supportive, and they always 
wanted to know what I was doing with Kia. I was asked to 
write regular updates for their social media pages, followed 
by thousands of customers. That was also mind-blowing 
because it meant our journey was followed by other people, 
too, including Izzy Taylor, the four-star GB eventer who saw 
my Bursary entry video! 

THANKS! 

I sent KBIS lots of photos of Kia and myself, which they used. 
At the NSEA National Championships in October, we were 
featured on the poster advertising the KBIS/NSEA Bursary for 
the year. It was so cool! 

I would like to thank KBIS and NSEA for choosing me for 
the Bursary in 2014 because it has helped me become a rider I 
am proud of, and made all the hard work worth it! 
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y Receive your fave 

maaozine before it^s in 
the shops 

y Free UK postage 

y National cover gifts 
''every month (UK only) 


Become a subscriber this month and receive 
your choice of either: 

A fantastic discount of over 20%! 

Only €9.25 every three months by Direct I>ebit 
or annual payment of £37 
OR 

A Carrots Yeeha Lunch set perfect for school and 
long days at the yard! Just £11.59 every three 
months by DD or annual payment of £46.36 
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I hadn't been at my new riding school 
long when I was asked to go to the field 
and catch Solo and Tiffany. So I dutifully 
went out and caught them and brought 
them in, putting them in their stables. A 
little while later there were screams of 
laughter - I had caught the wrong horses. 
In my defence, they were covered in fly 
protection rugs and hoods, so it was 
pretty understandable. 

Rosie 


emmssMEmHi 




EMBAiaSSSMENm 


Share your cringe-worthy moments 
with us. Awww, go on! Send them to 
the usual PONY address or email. 


After feeding my pony for the 
night, I shut the feed bins and 
left the yard. The next day, 
the yard manager wanted a 
'word' with me. Apparently, her 
favourite stable cat had climbed 
into one of my feed bins, I hadn't 
noticed, and the cat had spent 
the night in the bin. The cat was 
pretty traumatised when the 
manager, hearing her distressed 
meowing, found her in the 
morning. I don't know why she 
was so upset - I had to clean out 
my feed bin! 

Lauren 


At my Centre Pony Club rally, we got to take bridles 
apart to clean, and then had to put them back 
together again. Some of the other members were 
having trouble getting all the parts in the right 
place, so I helped them, feeling a bit smug because 
I knew what to do. Only when the instructor 
came to check them all, I hadn't got it right at all. 
Everyone got told off - until they told her I had 
done it - and I felt totally stupid. 

I won't be volunteering to help next time! 

Grace 




mrm 


My little sister Amelia nagged and nagged at me to 
ride my old pony George, so in the end I said yes, 
even though I knew he was way too strong for her. 
We went out riding and at the first canter, George 
flew past me and my other pony. Pansy, with 
Amelia tugging on the reins and yelling her head 
off. Of course, George just went faster and faster 
until he got home, and Amelia couldn't wait to get 
off him. 

Amelia told our mum I'd done it on purpose - 
which I had - but I denied it. She hasn't asked to 
ride George since. 

Gemma 




I was at my first stable day and we were laying 
a horse's bed but some of the bedding got wet. 
The instructor asked me to chuck it away so 
I took it out the yard to the rubbish bin until 
someone told me I had to put it on the dung 
heap. As I walked back across the yard towards 
it everyone watched me. So embarrassing! 

Leah 
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H ave your say and make pony magazine even better! all you have to do is send in your completed 

SURVEY TO THE FREEPOST ADDRESS PROVIDED (OR GO TO BIT.LY/P0NYSURVEY16 TO FILL IT IN ONLINE) - 
AND YOU COULD WIN YOUR CHOICE OF EITHER A KEEP WARM AND HUG A PONYOR AN fATSiffPfl/Df HOODIE FROM 
PONYMAG.COM! THERE ARE THREE UP FOR GRABS! PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR SURVEY !S WITH US BY 
SEPTEMBER 30TH TO ENTER THE COMPETITION! 


(Oil How old ore you? ([J(]8 What would you like to see more of in the magazine? 



(iS Which non-equestrian magazines do you read frequently? 


©Which equestrian magazines do you regularly read other 
than PONY Magazine? 

□ Horse&Rider □ Horse & Hound □ Your Horse 

□ Horse □ Local Rider □ Other 


©Where do you buy PONY Magazine? 

□ Local newsagent □ Tack shop □ Garden centre 

M a Supermarket - if so, which one? 

^ □ I have a yearly subscription 


© Have you ever bought a product as a result of seeing it in 
PONY Mag? 

□ Yes □ No 
If yes, what was it? 


(003 Other than you, how many people read your copy of PONY 
Magazine? 

□ One person □ Two people 

□ Three people □ Four or more people 

(0fl@ How long do you keep your copy of PONY? 

□ Up to one month □ Two to six months 

□ Seven to 12 months □ Over a year 

(Ofl@ Are either of your parents horsey? 

□ Yes aNo 

(Ofl^ Do either of your parents read your copy of PONY 
Magazine? 

□ Yes □No 


©What free cover-gift would you most like to get with PONY? 


(300 What do you mostly use the Internet for? 


W What is your favourite horsey brand of clothing? 


(000 Which websites do you frequently visit? 



©Do you go to horsey exhibitions or shows? 
□ Yes □ No 
If yes, which ones? 


(i@T) Do you ever visit the PONY website, ponymag.com? 
□ Yes □ No 

Do you access it via □ phone □ tablet □ computer 



© Do you have any model ponies? 
□ Yes □ No 

If so, which make/s? 


(000 Do you support an equine charity? 
□ Yes □ No 

If so, which one/s? 


(000 How often do you buy PONY Magazine? 

□ Every issue □ Roughly every other issue 

□ Eight to 10 copies a year □ A few times a year 


(00§ How long have you been reading PONY Magazine? 

□ Less than a year □ Less than two years 

□ Less than five years □ More than five years 


©0 If you answered yes to 
question 20, how often do 
you visit ponymag.com? 

□ Every day 

□ Several times a week 

□ Once a week 

□ Every few weeks 


\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ 





(!@§ What is your favourite part/s of ponymag.com? 


Do you use any social networking sites and if so, which 
are your favourites? 


(i@3 How often do you log on to your favourite social networks? 

□ Hardly ever □ Once a week 

□ Once a day □ I'm always logged in on my phone 


(i]^ Have you ever shopped at ponymag.com? 
□ Yes □ No 


(i@@ Do you have a smart phone? 
□ Yes aNo 
If yes, which make? 


Do you have a tablet? 
□ Yes □ No 
If yes, which make? 


(i]^ Which horsey app/apps have you downloaded in the last 
six months? 


(i]^ How long have you been riding? 

□ Under six months □ Six months to one year 

□ One to two years □ Two to four years 

□ More than four years □ I don't ride 


(i0D How often do you ride? 

□ Every day □ More than once a week □ Once a week 

□ Once a month □ Less than once a month 


How often do you have riding lessons? 

□ Once a week □ Two to three times a month 

□ Once a month or less □ Not at all 


(i®§ What pony do you ride? 

□ Your own pony □ A loan pony □ A friend's pony 

□ A riding school pony □ Other 


(i@8what level of riding are you currently? 

□ I don't ride □ Walking and trotting on the lead rein 

□ Walking, trotting and cantering off the lead rein 

□ Beginning to jump □ Jumping confidently 


([03 If you have your own pony or loan pony, where do you 
keep it? 

□ At home □ At a DIY livery yard 

□ On full/part livery □ At a riding school 


([00 Who decides what your pony eats? 

□ I do □ My parents 

□ The yard manager □ Other _ 


(100 What is your favourite brand of horse feed? 


([0^ Would you like to go on a riding holiday? 
□ Yes □ No 


([00 How do you mostly buy your horsey gear? 

□ I buy it □ My parents choose it and I buy it 

□ I choose it, my parents buy it 

□ Receive them as Christmas or birthday gifts 



(j00 On a scale of 1 to 5 how important to you are the following 
parts of PONY Magazine, if 5 is very important? 


Understanding ponies 


Looking after ponies 


Veterinary 


Quizzes 


Games 


Posters 


Real life stories 


Photo stories 


Gifts on the cover 


News 



If you would like the chance to win one of our three hoodies 
from ponymag.com, enter below: 

Q) Which of the PONY Mag ponies now has their own column? 


Tie-breaker: Describe your view of PONY Magazine in 
than 10 words. 


fewer 


Name 


Address 


Postcode 


Tel no 
Email 


I 


DJ Murphy (Publishers) Ltd will hold and collect your personal 
information to process this survey. From time-to-time we may 
provide you with details of our other products and services. 
Please tick if you do not wish to receive this information 
by post □ by email □. Occasionally we may send you 
information from other companies whose products may be / 
of interest. Please tick if you do not wish to receive these by / 
□ post by □ email. We will not pass your details on. / 



Send your completed PONY 
Magazine survey (free of charge) to 
Freepost RLXL-HEEU-CRJR, 

DJ Murphy (Publishers Ltd), 
Marlborough House, Headley 
Road, Grayshott, GU26 6LG, 
before September 30th. 
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' My pony lifts her head up too high 
whenever we canter and I can't stop her. 
Should I put a martingale on her? 


<S * The farmer has put cows in the field next to 
my pony's field, and my pony doesn't like them! He 
goes crazy when I catch him and take him in or out 
of the field. What can I do? 


A* Oh dear, some ponies do find cows scary, and it 
seems your pony is one of them. You can hope he gets 
used to them but in the meantime, you need to make sure 
you don't get hurt handling him when he is frightened. 

When you go to catch him, put a bridle over his 
headcollar so you have more control. If you can get a 
friend to come with you, they can operate the gate, which 
leaves you free to lead your pony. Always wear a hard 
hat, gloves and proper boots. 

The main thing is not to make too much of a fuss 
as if you are nervous, your pony will be, too. If you are 
confident and show no worries about the cows, he may 
take his cue from your behaviour, and be reassured. 

You could always explain to the farmer the trouble you 
are having, and he or she may be able to use another field 
for the cows - or move them once they have grazed the 
grass down. - 


LoEgA I aJ£ Replies I 


M ’ A running martingale would help because your 
pony is lifting her head so high your bit isn't working 
correctly. A martingale must only put pressure on 
your reins if your pony lifts her head too high, so ask 
someone experienced to fit it with you. 

She may be putting her head up because you're 
pulling instead of riding forward - understandable if 
you can't stop! Keep your arms and fingers relaxed 
on your reins (if your fingers ache so does your 
pony's mouth!) and push on! Strange as that sounds, 
pushing on into your contact will push your pony's 
back legs under her, and she'll arch her back - not 
hollow it - lowering her head and giving you 
more control. 

Straight lines and long stretches of canter may 
wind her up. Keep her focused and calm by: 

• Cantering circles up and down the school. 

• Breaking up the canter with transitions to trot. 

• Cantering 20 strides and trotting 20 strides. 








Cl * Can you give me an idea of what I should do if I 
school my pony in the arena when other riders are 
there? They keep giving me dirty looks whenever I 
give my pony a rest and either stop or walk around 
the outside track. Surely they can see me there, 
and go past? 


n * Riding in a school or arena with other riders needs 
rules so that everyone can get the best out of their 
schooling, and accidents are avoided. If you wish to stand 
still, it is polite to conne into the nniddle of the school so 
that other riders can use the outside track for faster work. 
The same goes for walking - try to do this on the inside 
track, and keep an eye out for riders in trot or canter so 
you can give way. 

Always pass other riders left-hand to left-hand. This 
way, everyone knows what to expect and what to do and 
collisions are kept to a minimum. 


* Is there a right way 
to cut up carrots? 
Someone at my riding 
school said that if 
you get it wrong, 
ponies can choke. 


M ' The 

ponies is to slice them 

lengthways into long 

strips. If you cut them into 

rings, there is a danger a pony 

may bolt them down, and one could get stuck 

in his throat. It is better to be safe rather than sorry. 


Cl * I have just gone up a lesson at my riding 
school, and my new group tend to Jump 
every week for the last 20 minutes of the 
lesson. I haven't done much jumping - how 
can I make sure Tm not nervous? 


Standing still? Do it in 
' J C the middle! 


fVl It is only natural to be apprehensive, but your 
instructor will know you have only just joined 
the lesson, and should make allowances. Have a 
quiet word with her to let her know you are feeling 
nervous, just to make sure. 

With jumping, if you get your position right, you 
will be fine. Fold at the waist, bend your knees and 
keep your lower leg forward, heels down, to feel 
secure. Watch the other pupils. If they get it right, 
copy them. If they get it wrong, analyse what they 
did and try not to do the same! 


* How can I find a farrier for my pony? 
We've just moved to a totally new area, 
so my old one is too far away. 


n* Go to www.farrier-reg.gov.uk, website of 
the Farriers' Registration Council, and locate 
the find a farrier page. You simply key in 
your name and location, and you'll see all the 
registered farriers in your areal 




Enjoy your jumping 







SHARED PASSION 

My friend Zara and I started riding together 
- it was a shared passion. After we'd been 
riding at Walnut Grove Riding School for 
a year or so, we were allowed to stay after 
our lesson and help out with the ponies. By 
the time we were 14, we were helping out 
all weekend, and even got the occasional 
free ride in return. It was blissful, and Zara 
and I were still best mates, with a common 
interest neither of us could give up. 

And then my parents announced that 
they would buy me my own pony, and 
everything changed. 

WE'LL ALWAYS BE 
FRIENDS 

When I told Zara I could see she wasn't as happy for me as 
I had expected. I hadn't thought getting a pony would affect 
our relationship, but I could see that we were no longer on 
the same footing. One of us was going to be elevated to a 
pony-owner, and that someone was me. 

"But what about Google?" Zara asked me. Google was 
my favourite school pony. 

"I'll still love him," I told her - but deep down I knew 
my relationship with Google was bound to suffer. Besides, 
Google had lots of fans, he was a popular pony and would 
hardly be neglected. 

"You won't want to hang out with me any more," said 
Zara. "You'll be too busy with your own pony." 

"I won't!" I insisted. "We'll always be friends!" 
and I really believed it. 

A NEW PONY IN MY LIFE 

Paddy came into my life - a black New Forest pony 
with a funny, sticky-up mane which waved in the 
wind. He had to live on the livery yard so I spent most of 
my time there, instead of with the school ponies, and the 
other girls with ponies started talking to me, and inviting 
me to ride with them. And because Zara could only ride on 
escorted hacks for an hour at a time, I found myself riding 
more with my new friends. It was just the way it turned out. 

And then when I started going to events and shows, of 
course Zara couldn't come - at least, not to compete. Even 
though I asked her whether she'd like to be my groom. 

We'd always dreamed of one of the liveries asking us to 
groom for them, so I thought she'd be thrilled. 

"I've got better things to do than be your slave," Zara 
snapped at me when I asked her. I was taken aback. 

"I didn't mean it like that," I protested. "I just thought 
you'd like to be included. It'll be fun!" 


Posed by model^- 


"Fun for you, you mean," she cried. "Fun for you winning 
rosettes and enjoying yourself. I'll just be watching you ride 
and doing all the work." 

TIGERS VS PONIES 

I thought Zara was being totally unreasonable. I told my mum 
as she'd noticed something was wrong. 

"Do you remember when your sister Helen got a toy tiger 
for Christmas one year, and we got you a polar bear. Only 
you didn't want the polar bear, you wanted the tiger. How you 
showed off!" Mum said. 

I remembered. "But I was only five," I said. 

"Yes, but getting a pony is about a million times 
more important than a toy tiger. I'd have thought," 
said Mum. "Imagine how you would feel if Zara 
had Paddy, and you were still only helping with the 
school ponies." 

"The school ponies are ace," I said. "You make 
them sound second-rate." 

"Not at all," said Mum. "It's just not the same, that's all. 

See if you can work it out with Zara." 

I didn't see how I could but Mum had made me think. 

MAKE OR BREAK 

The next day I decided it was make-or-break time. I told 
Zara I'd really appreciate her help with Paddy, and asked her 
whether she'd like to look after him when I went on holiday 
in a few weeks' time. But it seemed there was no going back. 
Zara just shook her head - and I could see tears in her eyes as 
she turned and ran back to the school yard. Having my own 
pony was something she just couldn't get over. 

Paddy's my pony. I love him and I always will - but he cost 
me my best friend. 


"Getting a pony is 
about a million times 
more important than a 
toy tiger/ said Kum. | 


've read stories about how best friends fall 
out when one of them gets a pony. Usually, 
it's written by the person without a pony, and 
focuses on how their former BFF makes new 
friends and leaves them behind. But it's not 
always like that. I'm going to tell you my story. 
I'm the friend who got a pony. 




EVERY MONDAY. AT. 8RM 


BACKSTAGE PASS 



Look out for a brand new episode from H&C favourite Monty Roberts every month. Aiso 
in August we have a new series of Vet Essentiais featuring common conditions that can 
affect your horse and how to recognise them, as weii as highiights from the FEI European 


H&C IS at Sky Channel 253 or you can watch on your smartphone, laptop or tablet with H&C 
Play. With seven day catch up, you’ll never miss your favourite programme again. 



HORSEANDCOUNTRY.TV 


HORSEANDCOUNTRY.TV/PLAY 





- at ponymag.com 
» we'll publish some 
inside T'ONY Magazine! 


• Send your ad with a clear, high-res photo by post to the usual address or email - horsesforsale@djmurphy.co.uk 
• Adverts will appear at www.ponymag.com with some appearing in PONY Magazine (not guaranteed). 

• For the return of any photographs, please include a stamped SAE. Photos are sent at owner's risk. 


★ 15hh, seven-year-old Arab X 
gelding. Great character. A real 
looker. Competed BSJA, showing 
Not fazed by anything. Been XC 
schooling. £8000. 

07834 128877 


★ 14.1hh, nine-year-old, Welsh X 
gelding. Project pony. Forward- 
going. Can be strong so needs 
experienced rider. Schools nicely, 
bold jump. £1200. 

^ 07985 304103 / 01460 66256 


★ 15hh, five-year-old Arab mare. 
Beautiful mare with amazing 
manners in and out the stable. 
Endurance/DR potential. Free 
schooled well overjumps. £3250. 
n 07933 679241 


* 14.1 hh, four-year-old gelding, 
Lovely quiet pony. Done all PC. 
Impeccable manners. Snaffle 
mouth. Hacks alone or in 
company. Done XC. £1800. 

^ 07771 910091 


■* 15.2hh, five-year-old, ISH X cob 
gelding. Very smart. Moves well. 
Done RC rallies, fun rides, hunted. 
jB Snaffle mouth. Still green so needs 
^ experienced home. £2900. 

07787 184444 


* 14.2hh, 17-year-old Connemara 
gelding. Done all PC/RC activities. 
Done Area SJ, eventing and 
championships. Hacks alone or in 
company. Honest pony. £1650. 

IT 07944 333928 


★ 15hh, 10-year-old, Connemara X 
gelding. Full of character, cheeky 
personality. Great all-rounder, 
loves to jump. Hacks alone or in 
company. £1100. 
s 07533 085631 


* 14hh, four-year-old Welsh 
Section D X mare. Basic schooling 
^n place, starting to jump. Hacks 
alone or in company. Needs 
experienced home. £1650. 

07787 184444 


c MSh HAFPA \1ING: HAPPA 

harming I3.3hh, eight- Blackie. 12hh four-year-old 

r-- ]!cti^?n D mare. gelding. Sound companion pony 

W:L£r<;:j //all in all Loves life and being out with his 
ir ;d fi'iends. Good to do in all ways. 

•! •^01282 435067 


★ 15hh, 13-year-old, Welsh B 
Section D gelding. Hacks alone or 
in company but can be nervous. 
Keen, tidy jump. Can be strong. 
Competed at local level. POA. 

£ 07764 497079 


13.2hh, six-year-old Welsh Cob X 
gelding. Perfect family pony. Great 
^project. Impeccable manners. Loves 
^attention. Schooled and jumped. K 
Done local shows. £2000. 

07837 966075 


70 

















J J J 




J J J 



★ 14.1 hh, four-year-old cob 
gelding. Sensible and genuine. 
Superb temperament. Fun pony, 
would do any job. Quick to learn 
and eager to please. Pops a 
course of jumps. Done showing 
and DR. Loves a fuss. £2200. 

® 07873 276006 


★ 13.2hh, 18-year-old Welsh 
Section C gelding. Forward- I 
going. Done SJ, XC, PC games, 
DR and polocrosse. Loves 
jumping. Great confidence-giver. 
Hacks alone and in company. 
Sweet nature, well mannered. 
Loves attention. £2500. 
u 07756 582112 


★ 15.3hh, nine-year-old, ISH X 
ID mare. Excellent temperament, 
lots of scope. Done XC. Beautiful 
paces. Hacks alone and in 
company. Confidence-giver. £4000. 
Q 07966 042284 


if 14.1hh, nine-year-old cob 
gelding. Easy-to-do. Quiet to ride. 
Snaffle mouth. Lives in or out. 
Shown successfully. Would make 
a great family pony. £1000. 

^ 07919 015054 / 01784 455006 


★ 14.2hh, eight-year-old 
Connemara gelding. Three good 
paces and a bold jump. Competed 
SJ, hunter trials and hunted. 
Honest and good to do. £4500. 
07982 708592 / 01751 477417 


★ 16.1 hh, eight-year-old WB 
gelding. Three amazing paces. 
Stunning jumper. Forward-going, 
great scope. Competed SJ. Lovely 
nature. Snaffle mouth. £8000. 

07775 623705 


15.2hh, seven-year-old Arab X 
^B mare. Would make fantastic 
DR/endurance horse. Forward- 
going, schools well. Lovely horse 
to ride. Very flashy. £5000. 

^ 07933 679241 


ns 14.2hh, six-year-old cob mare. 
Sweet nature. Loves a fuss. Great, 
fun ride. Snaffle mouth. Three nice 
paces. Super jump. Ready to go on 
in any sphere. £2500. 
t 07795 571576 / 01285 712139 


★ 16.1hh, 18-year-old WB mare. 
Kind, honest horse. Well schooled 
and forward-going. Not a novice 
ride. Brilliant to hack. Lovely, 
clean jump. £1500. 
c 07508 818421 


★ 14.2hh, 11-year-old, Welsh 
Section D gelding. Sensible all- 
rounder. Never strong or silly. 
Great for hacking, fun rides, 
showing, DR. £3500. 

IT 07941 000967 / 01428 651487 


■HOMJNfi: WHW L 
■ ckl looking for an 
home to contin 
tion. Potential as r' 
nontion. 


i’ ■Al5hh, five-year-old cob mare. 

I Hacks alone or in company. 

I' Green in the school. Will jump, 
i' Good with children. Works best 
i^or experienced rider. £3000. 
I^fi0781 2 987075^^^^^^^ 


WHW Ti 


15.1 hh, eight-year-old cob 
gelding. Competed RC activities, 
SJ, DR, working hunter. Great 
movement, fabulous jump. Hacks 
alone or in company. PQA. I 
ijtf 7725 634206 




PONY Magazine accepts no responsibility for advertisements, or for ponies advertised. 











J J J 


J J J 






BOOKS 

y'' 

/ 







this stAiM.misr lAiith a ^rmt reaJl 
for all ike fesi 
pon(A adveniare stories ao to 


A YKARAT 
t HF YAR.1J 


r^WWW; 


UK HOLIDAYS 




ENJOY A FUN AND FRIENDLY 
RIDING HOLIDAY IN DEVON 


Wellington Riding needs: 
Somebody to love me for a week! 

^ r r 

I would love for you to come and stay for a week 
and ride me every day! During the week you will 
have lessons, ride outs, eat yummy food, make 
lots of friends, enjoy evening activities and.. At 
the end of the week there is a show! I have lots 
of pony friends of all shapes and sizes, so come 
with a friend or make new ones here! 

w r r 

24 hour supervision - unaccompanied children 7-16 years 
www.wellington-riding.co.uk - 01189 326308 for more details 
Or email: holidays@wellington-riding.co.uk 

Wellington Riding, Heckfield, Hook, Hampshire, RG27 OU 




PONY 


WWW.PONYMAG.COM 
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01 769 572491 / 01 769 572725 
www.collacott.co.uk info@collacott.co.uk 
Collacott Farm, Kings Nympton, Umberleigh, EX37 9TP 


• BHS approved equestrian centre and 
staff providing tuition in dressage, 
jump and flat in our 40m arena and 
hacking in the Devon countryside. 

• 9 quality converted cottages with 
gardens, tennis courts, games room 
and outdoor heated pool. 
Loan-a-pony days, weeks and 
gymkhanas - all abilities catered for. 

' Excellent value holidays and riding 
weekends from £120 pp inc riding. 


PONY CAMP 

^ unaccompanied children 6-1 7 yrs. 

- - Qi-is ofsted approved. Childcare vouchers accepted 

Try new activities including: Western, Vaulting, Carriage Driving, Horseball, Side Saddle, 
Polocrosse, Cross country and many more. Bring your own pony or ride one of ours. 
Horses suitable for all ages and abilities. 24 hour supervision. Enjoy riding every day and 
evening activities such as campfire, disco and swimming. 

For fantastic fun^ action packed 
all inclusive children ^s holiday! 

Also self catering family holidays 
and weekend breaks 
Activity Pony Days & Own-a-pony Days during all school holidays. Pony Club 
every weekend. Specialist lessons can be booked at anytime. 
www.valleyfarm.co.uk sarah@valleyfarm.co.uk 
01728 746916 Valley Farm, Wickham Market, Suffolk IP13 OND 
f IvKTd' ^ IH S3 





Own a Pony for a Week* 

Come stay with us in glorious Devon and be allocated 
your own pony to groom, cuddle and ride. 


LOWER FORD EQUESTRIAN 



Email or phone for full 
information and 
booking form. 


Full itinerary with 
evening activities 
Improve your 
knowledge of horses. 

Fully inclusive, 
comfortable, clean 
accommodation - no 
extra money needed! , 

New dates added due to popular demand. 

I Sunday l6th Augusta Sunday 23 rd August 2015 _ 


01884 881760 

mfo@devonridingholidays.com 

www.devonridingholidays.com 

* Pony will remain the property of 
Lower Ford Equestrian at all times 
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..hTri. EQueytrian.co.uKy 



the taok Storage 
SolutloiU 


Spacious 

160 litre capacity plus saddle supp 

^AoveaWc 

Folding handle and sturdy wheels 


colours avaiwuio 
see our website 

fordetailsl 


www.bold-box.co.uk 

07904 251 040 


TO ADVERTISE CALLVICKY 

01428601048 


FOLLOW US! 

@PONY_Mag 

□ 

LIKE US! 

facebook.com/ ponymag 

f 





Price excludes postage 
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A passion for horsi^s 


HJWAGEMENT - /UMPJNG ■ VET * SHOPPING 

Are you using 

THE RIGHT 


IN A FIELD 
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Is solitary turnout & bad thing? 


TO RETIRE 
OR NOT? 

How 10 mate tlw decision 


'■AWays!, 
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horsedndrideruk.com 


Find this magazine at newsagents now or call 01428 601020 




YSlIilHhrnas hav Pheasant I told you about last month 
■ wveii things have moved on. Not content with just 

Tha?s'"r® L*”*' muscling in on feeding time. 

with a bucket*^ he's*ho****'*'^*- turns up 

iin a bucket, he s hovering in the background, gettino 

all' No!^o?Na " ** “o- At 


Little things mean a lot 

So my hooves look dapper. Very nice job, 
thanks to the farrier. Nice chap - not too 
talkative, which I appreciate. And, he's very 
accommodating about bending right down 
so I don't have to lift my hooves too high. 
It's these little things which mean a lot, you 
know. It think the farrier was bemused as 
I kept sniffling and sniggering every time I 
remembered Duggie's pigeon present. It's 
good to laugh. 


Midge madness 

It's been very hot. I don't mind too much as my paddock is full of 
lovely trees which offer plenty of shade. I also have a rather large field 
shelter, but it's nicer to stand out in the shade than stay indoors. The 
only problem is early in the morning and late at night when the midges 
come out. I suffer from sweet itch, but with my fly rug (see me, below) 
and regular topical solution applications, Kate has the situation under 
control. Still, there is no need to encourage the little horrors, so I do 
sometimes retreat to my lair (shelter) during those times. You wouldn't 

believe something so small could cause so 
many problems - I mean, a tiny flying 
insect. How do they get through my 
coat anyway? They may be small, 
but they're as mean as can be. I 
believe it would be rather nice if 
they were to become extinct! 


Stop the pigeon... too late! 

Did I laugh today! (The answer is yes, I did.) I spent the day in the 
yard next to Duggie and Soloman's field, waiting for the farrier. We 
had a chat (Duggie and Soloman and me, not me and the farrier), 
and caught up with all the news and gossip. Soloman told me that 
the nettles down the end of the field were ripening nicely, and 
should be ready to eat soon when the sting has gone out of them. I 
told him and Duggie about the cheeky pheasant. They were outraged 
on my behalf. I thought they might be. 

That wasn't the funny bit (you probably guessed that). After 
our chat, Duggie wandered over to the trough to quench his thirst 
and, just as his lowered his head to take a sip or two, a passing 
pigeon flew over and sent a little personal pigeon parcel down from 
on-high, which landed smack-bang between Duggie's ears. The 
Duggster, unable to believe what had happened, shook his head 
violently, sending the offending gift left and right. I dived into one of 
the stables where I could laugh to my heart's content. It wouldn't do 
for Duggie to know I had spotted his humiliation. I'll save that up for 
when he's really annoying me. Shouldn't be too long. 


Bubble Duggie 

The. Roof. Is. Finished. All the workmen 
have gone and peace reigns. Ahhhhhhhh. 
When I mentioned to Duggie how peaceful 
everything was without the workforce 
he looked at me in a bewildered way and 
asked me, "What workforce?" I know he 
and Soloman live in the field behind the 
house, and I live in the one in front of it, but 
you'd think he'd notice a bit of activity with 
scaffolding, yelling and trucks zooming up 
and down the drive. Apparently not. Talk 
about living in a bubble... 


We're all stars! 


Tve just seen the new PONY Annual - and the best bit 
as always, is the photostory starring all of US! Yep, 
we're all in it, as usual, and we all look pretty cool. No 
suprises there. Enjoy! 


More 

NEXT 

MOHT| 


does your pony need 
low calorie diet?! 





BAG LASTS 
3 months 


UNDER 13hh (up to 300kg) 
eg. Shetlands, Section As etc 


2 average 
coffee mugs 


1 average 
coffee mug 


• Ideal for any horse or pony needing a low calorie diet eg. good-doers, those prone to laminitis 

• Lo-Cal provides all the essential nutrients* for overall health, muscle tone and healthy hoof growth (which 
means you can ditch those expensive supplements!) 

• It’s fed in small quantities (see below) all year round, ideally alongside Light Chaff, a low calorie, chaff with added 
mint which has no added sugar or molasses. 

• Fed together, it all adds up to a flexible, easy feeding regime which is more worthwhile than a handful of mix, 
cubes or chaff. 


13-15hh (300-500kg) 
eg. Welsh Cobs, Dales etc 
56p per day 
450g per day (1 lb) 


H OVER 15hh (over 500kg) 1 
' f eg. TB, ID etc. 

I 84p per day 
I 675g per day (VA lb) 

3 average 
coffee mugs 


Baileys Lo-Cal balancer 


FOR YOUR WEIGHT WATCHERS PACK, *when fed at recommended levels. Approximate figures based on a 20kg sack costing around £25 

CONTACT Baileys Horse Feeds www.baileyshorsefeeds.co.uk info@baileyshorsefeeds.co.uk Tel: 01371 850 247 (option 3) 


balancer 
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The perfect low calorie, low starch, low sugar, low energy diet 






